Grade 7 Sample Test Prompt

Voice

Going to the moviesis amajor source of entertainment for many students. Imagine
that the only discount theater in your areais closing.

Write a persuasive essay in support of keeping the discount movie theater open .

Y our writing should:
¢ Include athesis statement.
e Haveadeveloped point of view.

e Have anintroduction, body, and conclusion.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization .
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

VOICE

6

The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic, purpose
and audience. The writer seems deeply committed to the topic,
and there is an exceptional sense of “writing to be read.” The
writing is expressive, engaging, or sincere. Thewriting is
characterized by

o aneffectivelevel of closenessto or distance from the
audience (e.g., a narrative should have a strong personal
voice, while an expository piece may require extensive use
of outside resources and a more academic voice;
nevertheless, both should be engaging, lively, or
interesting. Technical writing may require greater
distance.).

e anexceptionally strong sense of audience; the writer seems
to be aware of the reader and of how to communicate the
message most effectively. The reader may discern the
writer behind the words and feel a sense of interaction.

e asensethat the topic has cometo life; when appropriate,
the writing may show originality, liveliness, honesty,
conviction, excitement, humor, or suspense.

5

The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic,
purpose, and audience. The writer seems committed to the
topic, and there is a sense of “writing to be read.” The writing
is expressive, engaging or sincere. Thewriting is
characterized by

e anappropriate level of closenessto or distance from the
audience (e.g., a narrative should have a strong personal
voice while an expository piece may require extensive
use of outside resources and a more academic voice;
nevertheless, both should be engaging, lively or
interesting. Technical writing may require greater
distance.).

e astrong sense of audience; the writer seemsto be aware
of the reader and of how to communicate the message
most effectively. The reader may discern the writer
behind the words and feel a sense of interaction.

e asensethat the topic has come to life; when appropriate,
the writing may show originality, liveliness, honesty,
conviction, excitement, humor, or suspense.

4

A voiceis present. The writer demonstrates commitment to
the topic, and there may be a sense of “writing to be read.” In
places, the writing is expressive, engaging, or sincere. The
writing is characterized by

e aquestionable or inconsistent level of closenessto or
distance from the audience.

e asense of audience; the writer seems to be aware of the
reader but has not consistently employed an appropriate
voice. Thereader may glimpse the writer behind the
words and feel a sense of interaction in places.

e liveliness, sincerity, or humor when appropriate;
however, at times the writing may be either
inappropriately casua or personal, or inappropriately
formal and stiff.

3

The writer’s commitment to the topic seems inconsistent. A
sense of the writer may emerge at times; however, the voice is
either inappropriately personal or inappropriately impersonal.
The writing is characterized by

e alimited sense of audience; the writer’s awareness of the
reader is unclear.

e anoccasional sense of the writer behind the words;
however, the voice may shift or disappear aline or two
later and the writing become somewhat mechanical.

e alimited ability to shift to a more objective voice when
necessary.

2

The writing provides little sense of involvement or

commitment. Thereis no evidence that the writer has chosen

asuitable voice. Thewriting is characterized by

e little engagement of the writer; the writing tends to be
largely flat, lifeless, stiff, or mechanical.

e avoicethat islikely to be overly informal and personal.

e alack of audience awareness; thereis little sense of
"writing to be read."

e little or no hint of the writer behind the words. Thereis
rarely a sense of interaction between reader and writer.

1

The writing seems to lack a sense of involvement or

commitment. The writing is characterized by

e no engagement of the writer; the writing is flat and
lifeless.

e alack of audience awareness; thereis no sense of
“writing to be read.”

e no hint of the writer behind the words. Thereis no sense
of interaction between writer and reader; the writing does
not involve or engage the reader.
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Grade 7 Writing Voice — Score Point 1

Writing

FINAL COPY
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| Scorepoint 1 — Writing lacks a sense of involvement; it isflat and lifeless. There ||
is no sense of “writing to be read.” The paper does not engage the reader .
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Grade 7 Writing Voice — Score Point 2

Writing
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Scor e point 2 — The writing provides little sense of involvement. It tendsto be

e \L\. c\f‘(‘C\M CeoSon Y& Lomsd & 15r wolSa |

lifeless and mechanical . Thereislittle hint of the writer behind the words. Thereis

no evidence of asuitable voice. The reasons do not engage the reader or give the
reader a sense of commitment by the writer. i
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Grade 7 Writing Voice — Score Point 3

Writin
g FINAL COPY
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Scor e point 3 - Commitment to the topic seemsinconsistent. Thereisa limited

sense of audience; the writer’s awareness of the reader isunclear.
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Grade 7 Writing Voice — Score Point 4A

Writing
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Grade 7 Writing Voice — Score Point 4B

Writing

FINAL COPY
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| Score point 4 — The writer demonstrates commitment to the topic . In places, the

H writing is expressive and engaging. “That could lead to gangs and possibly drugs.”
| The reader may glimpse the writer behind the words and f eel a sense of interaction ||
in places. “I don’t think anyone would like their neighborhood or even owned
| property, vandalized.” i
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Grade 7 Writing VVoice — Score Point 5A

Writing

FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing — Score Point 5B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Score point 5 — The writer seems committed to the topic, and there is a sense of
“writing to be read.” “Closing the discount movie theater i sabig mistake, and |
will fight with all my will to keep it open” is an example of commitment. “Loving
movies, and being able to see them at a cost that fits my wallet...” is an example -
of the writer behind the words. Expressive, engaging, and sincere writing shows a
strong sense of audience.
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Grade 7 Writing — Score Point 6A

Writin
g FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing — Score Point 6B

Writing

FINAL COPY
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Scor e point 6 —The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic,

Pl purpose, and audience. The writer seems deeply committed to the topic and
there is an exceptional sense of “writing to be read .” The topic has come to
life in paragraph one when the writer refers to shared memories and in
paragraph two with the boy bouncing the ball against the wall of the closed
theater.
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